
ORDER OF WORSHIP
May 11, 2008 10 AM Pentecost

ENTER INTO HIS PRESENCE: GOD AWAITS US!
Prelude: “Spirit of the Living God” Carter

“Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”
Carter

Minister The Lord be with You.
People: And also with You.

Opening Scripture Acts 2: 17-21
Youth Choir“Meet With Me” by Lamont Hiebert

Welcome
*God’s Greeting
*Greet One Another

*All Sing: “Creator Spirit” Psalter 425
*All Sing “Come Holy Spirit” Praise 85

The Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, He came in 
mighty fullness then; His witness thru believers 
won the lost, And multitudes were born again. 
The early Christians scattered o’re the world, 
They preached the gospel fearlessly; Tho some 
were martyred and to the lions hurled, They 
marched along in victory!

Refrain
Come, Holy Spirit, Dark is the hour; We need 
Your filling, Your love and Your mighty pow’r! 
Move now among us, Stir us we pray; Come 
Holy Spirit, Revive the church today!

Then in an age when darkness gripped the 
earth,  “The just shall live by faith” was learned; 
The Holy Spirit gave the Church new birth As 
reformation fires burned. In later years the great 
revivals came, When saints would seek the Lord 
and pray; O once again we need that holy flame 
to meet the challenge of today!

Refrain

Come, Holy Spirit, Dark is the hour; We need 
Your filling, Your love and Your mighty pow’r! 
Move now among us, Stir us we pray; Come 
Holy Spirit, Revive the church today!

CODA
Revive the Church today! Revive the Church 
today!

HUMBLE OURSELVES BEFORE HIM: 
GOD KEEPS COVENANT WITH US!

Baptism Harrison Start
Minister: Do you, the people of the Lord, promise to 
receive this child in love, pray for him, and his family 
as together they live the life of Christ’s disciples?

Congregation We do, God helping us.

*All Sing: “Our Children, Lord, in Faith and Prayer”
Psalter 270

Concerns of the Church
Congregational Prayer

OFFER OUR THANKSGIVING: GOD BLESSES US!
Offering: Ministry/Christian Education Funds
Offertory: “Air from Rinaldo” Handel

OPENING HIS WORD: GOD SPEAKS TO US!
All Sing: “Gracious Spirit” Sing! 166: 1, 2, 5 

[Children ages 4 through grades 1 dismissed for 
Children’s Worship]

Scripture: Matthew 3: 1-12 (p. 1009)
Minister This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Water and Fire
Prayer
*All Sing: “Gift of Christ from God Our Father”

Sing! 167: 1, 4
GO BOLDLY AND SERVE: GOD IS ALWAYS 

WITH US!
*God’s Parting Blessing

People: Amen.

*Youth Choir “Make Me a Servant” by Kelly Willard

*Postlude: “Concerto in A Minor” Vivaldi-Bach
(*stand, if you are able)

Minister Rev. Steve De Vries
Organist Annelle Dekker
Youth Choir Linda Vellenga
Youth Choir Soloists Natalie Stuyfzand, Emily Diepstra

Jake Vellenga, Calvin Van Zytveld
Clair Slotsema

Pianist Kathy Kool

SERMON OUTLINE
Matthew 3:1-12
Baptized by the Spirit and Fire

Harry & Little Boys

Desert
-Wilderness
-Law
-Promised Land

Demolition
-Religious leaders
-Covenantal Theology
-True test

Delivery
-Holy Spirit
-Fire
-Constructive Combo



ANNOUNCEMENTS
May 11, 2008

WORSHIP
Welcome to Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed 
Church and to our celebration of Pentecost Sunday! 
Today Pentecost and Mothers’ Day come together as 
we celebrate the sacrament of baptism for Harrison 
Start.  Pastor De Vries will be preaching in both 
services.  This morning we’ll study Matthew 3:1-12, 
Baptized by the Spirit and Fire, and this evening I 
Corinthians 14:5a, Reformed Pentecostals?  

Next week Sunday will mark the end of another 
church season and we’ll give thanks for God’s gifts to 
us this past year.  Pastor De Vries will preach in the 
morning on Galatians 6:1-10, Sow, Sow Christians.  
Pastor Schoon is leading the evening service.

The Devotional Reading Guides distributed last week 
(and still available at the Welcome Center) should 
have included the following explanation of how the 
passages were selected:  

Next week (last week) the readings are from the OT 
prophecies regarding Pentecost and the Acts story 
leading up to it. Then, beginning Memorial Day 
Weekend, we’ll be preaching through the Parables of 
Jesus throughout the summer. As has been the 
custom, the Friday reading will usually include the 
passage for Sunday morning. The bulk of the 
readings for the next couple of months come from 
Ezekiel and the gospel of Mark. Ezekiel is great for
stretching our imaginations and for continuing our 
reflection on the time when Israel was in Exile (or 
headed there). The Gospel of Mark will provide a 
backdrop for the parables we read. We’ll go through 
Mark a little more slowly – often a story at a time 
instead of a chapter at a time.

COUNCIL
Next week Sunday morning, the congregation will 
vote to confirm the 5 Deacon and 5 Elder nominees 
that have agreed to leave their names in nomination.  
As we are filling 5 slots for each, there will be no 
selection process during the evening service. Deacon 
nominees are Helene Bardolph, Don Buist, Larry Kett, 
Patrick Kett and Betty Polman.  Elder nominees are 
Jane Brouwer, Fran Karnemaat, Dave Leugs, Danelle 
Leugs and Steve Slotsema.  

The Christian Education Committee requests your 
help as we close the school year. Although giving 
has been good and has met the need throughout the 
year, some of our families have faced unexpected 
financial challenges and the Christian Ed. Committee 
has found it necessary to make an additional appeal 
for support. Thanks for your cooperation!

The City of Grand Rapids has informed us that 
Lotus between Griggs and Burton will be closed most 
of the summer for water main repair, beginning May 
19. What will be affected is the Lotus Street entrances 
will be closed and there will be no parking available 
on Lotus Street.

TITHING OPPORTUNITIES
May 11, 2008 AM: Ministry/Chr. Ed. Funds
May 11, 2008 PM: CRC World Missions
May 18, 2008 AM: Ministry/Chr. Ed. Funds
May 18, 2008 PM: CRC World Missions

YOUTH & EDUCATION
PHYG - We are officially done for the year, however 
we'll still have a casual hangout night on May 18. 
More details on that next week. 

Inklings - This morning was our last Inklings of the 
year. Thank you to all who taught this year!

Breakway - You should have received a flier with our 
summer events. Kings’ Island registration is due May 
25. Talk to Gretchen for more details. 

Discover Hour - If you taught Discover Hour this 
year, we will be having a brief meeting next Sunday 
morning at 9am in the Youth Room. 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
To the Plymouth Heights Congregation: You have 
blessed my life in many special ways during my 
recent stay at Raybrook Nursing. Thank you for your 
prayers, visits, cards and other expressions of love. I 
am deeply grateful for each kindness shown to me. I 
covet your continued prayers for healing.
June Tilma

The Mission Empowerment team would like to 
thank the Congregational Life Committee and 
Deacons and all those who made the International 
Meal a success.

All Church Announcement: The youth group will be 
hosting a church garage sale next month to raise 
money for Colorado Challenge and other activities. If 
you have anything you could donate, please drop it off 
in the Youth Room during office hours or call 
Gretchen to set up a time to bring it by. All items left 
over after the sale will be donated to New -2-You. 

YESTERDAYS’ KIDS will meet Wednesday, May 14, 
for lunch at noon followed by a program at 1:00PM.
Our featured speaker will be Diet Eman, a survivor of 
the Dutch Resistance and author of the book Things 
We Couldn’t Say. Please feel free to bring a friend.
Sign up sheet is in the Community Room.

Young Professionals: Join us for a pizza lunch after 
church on May 18 at the Blocks. They're at 1906 
Rowland, North off Burton between East Beltline and 
East Paris.



SERVE is happenin' sooner this year! Some 70 
young people and their leaders will be coming to our 
SERVE project, July 12-19, and we will need all the 
volunteers that we can get! Sign up sheets will be 
available next Sunday. Please be ready to volunteer 
and commit your time and energy to this life-changing 
event.

Empty Ink Cartridges? Please remember to drop 
them off in the box in front of the church office. The 
Christian Education Committee would like to thank all 
who have recycled their printer cartridges. Because 
of your help, the Christian Education Fund has earned 
$194.00 since January 2008!

The Meals Committee is looking for new volunteers 
to provide meals for members of our congregation 
who need them. If you are willing to help out with this, 
there will be a sign up sheet at the Welcome Center. 
If you have any questions call Deb Hall at 241-0624.

OUTREACH
Food Collection for the month of May will be for 
Church of the Servant food pantry. Please label your 
donations, leave them on the table today, by the 
elevator.

Dagage is in need of hotdogs, buns, and fresh fruit. 
Please leave your donations in the kitchen marked for 
Degage next Sunday, May 18. If anyone is able to 
volunteer to serve, call Sandy Peterson at 241-9727.

Kids’ Hope mentors: please check your 
communicator boxes for an invitation to the Mulick 
Park mentor/tutor luncheon! RSVP for this end of the 
year celebration as soon as you can, but no later than 
Thursday, May 15. Questions? Call Pastor Chris.  

Kids’ Night Out our end of summer community 
celebration needs 3 - 4 people to help with planning 
this year’s event. Those with creative energy or with a 
good handle on details are especially needed to 

provide direction for our games and promoting Kids’ 
Night Out in our community. If you are willing to help 
with coordinating this neighborhood outreach, talk 
with Pastor Chris by May 18.  

OUTSIDE ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tutors needed: The ESS (Educational Support 
Services) department of Grand Rapids Christian High 
needs paid tutors starting in September. Tutors work 
four days a week for three to six hours a day. If you 
are interested, please contact Mary Ellen Miner at 
616-574-5552.

Sunday May 11, 2008
9:00AM Discovery Hour (this is our last 
Discovery Hour for the season)

Inklings

10:00AM Morning Worship Service
Meet & Greet Team: Marcie Apple, 
Audrey & Kristi Slotsema, Lori Tilma

Ushers: Ernie Noorman, Bill Kamstra, 
Mark VanAllsburg, Bruce Gilman, 
Steve Penning

Nursery: Deb Hall, Cheryl Veen, 
Melissa Danielson, Mandi Tiesenga

Children’s Worship 1 (3, 4, and 
young 5):
Heidi Kett, Jonathon VanderLaan

Children’s Worship 2 
(Kindergarten – 1st grade): 
Janeen & Eric VanSwol

Coffee Fellowship: Jeff & Cheryl 
         

Schuiteman

6:00PM Evening Worship Service

Nursery: Irene Menninga, Sam 
DeVries

Monday
7:00PM Administrative Council Meeting

Tuesday
6:45PM Friendship Year Review
7:00PM Basketball 

Wednesday
7:00PM Prayer Night (Sanctuary)
7:00PM Endowment Fund Committee (Library)

Thursday
6:45AM Faith Builders
9:30AM Women’s Bible Study Lesson 5 
(Library)
7:00PM Mission Empowerment (Library)
7:20PM Women’s Ball game at the Christian 

Rec. Center on Diamond 7
7:20PM Men’s A Team Ball game Diamond 5
8:20PM Men’s B Team Ball game Diamond 1

Sunday May 18, 2008
10:00AM Morning Worship Service

Meet & Greet Team: Deb & Mike 
Feys, Susan Kool, Vicki Ludema

Ushers: Dave Diepstra, Tom Diepstra, 
Dave Kline, Lori Tilma, Tom Stuyfzand

Nursery: Don & Kelly Buist, Ashley 
Timm, Emma Tilma

Children’s Worship 1 (3, 4, and 
young 5):
Kathi Kett, Sam DeVries

Children’s Worship 2 
(Kindergarten – 1st grade): 
Brenda Schueller, Audrey Slotsema



Coffee Fellowship: Doug & Kathy 
Kool

6:00PM Evening Worship Service
Nursery: Donna VanderLinde,
Drew Sikkema


