les to become neighbors...
hbors to become disciples.
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Our Journey with Mulick Park

As we look forward to another school/
church season, Plymouth Heights is
blessed with the opportunity to engage
again with Mulick Park Elementary
school on several levels.

Backpacks of Hope: Throughout the
summer wedve been
bers to provide backpacks and school
supplies for all the students at Mulick
Park (supplies need to be turned in by
August 28). We br e
tion with Fifth Reformed Church and
Grand Rapids Christian Middle School.
By providing needed school and class-
room supplies we hope to strengthen our
relationship with Mulick Park and make
the task of educating the children of our
community a bit easier.

True Success: Ou r
group has been working on providing a
Character Building curriculum for the
whole school. True Success (http://
truesuccessisbest.org/) is a program de-
signed to provide an inspiring character
building curriculum that helps students
develop the kind of moral character that
will make them responsible and success-
ful adults. Everything is in place for this
to begin this fall
about this program, and how you can
support it, soon.

Mentoring: Wayne Squires, from
The Other Way Ministries, has been
working with a group of people from
Plymouth, Fifth Reformed, Eastmin-
ster Presbyterian, the neighborhood,
and Mulick Park School over the
summer. The project is to identify a
way o whicly we cah come cofetheme m -
to address poverty in our neighbor-
hood. Mulick Park Elementary
School was identified as the most

stratagic pkace to do this workcando p e r a

mentoring will likely play a key role.
But before we begi
meeting with a group of teachers

from Mulick Park to see how our
mentoring can be of the greatest as-
sistance to the students and the

school.

Yest er daPrayed: Afict odeSear as Principal at

Mulick Park School, Ms. Carrie

Tellerico accepted a position in the
Kentwood School district. As of this
writing, we stil/l
new principal at Mulick will be.
Webve also heard t
coordinator is changing. As we look
forward to a year of increased in-
volvement with Mulick Park, please

pray that God Will keep the@oorhite a r i
our involvement open. Pray too that
hedll wuse all our
education offered
provide us with lots of opportunities

to share our faith in Jesus Christ.

~ Pastor Steve
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Plymouth Heights Veterans T/§

The United States is a land of freedom, where we can vote, wor-
ship God, express our opinions, and pursue an occupation we
think we will enjoy. Like other things of great value, this security
does not come cheaply. Part of the cost has already been paid by
the Americans who answered the call to military duty when their
country needed them. They served in wars from the Revolution
to Afghanistan, earning the
we look forward to November 11, we wish to acknowledge these
veterans from our church. Please thank them for their service.

Alvin Bielema

U.S. Navy in WW II from Jan. 1944 to June 1946

Al was a communications officer on two ships based out of
Auckland, New Zealand. One ship was the Taurus, a refrigerated
cargo ship. They would pick up supplies in Auckland and carry
them to the various Pacific Islands.

Gerard (Gerry) Borst

U.S. Navy for two years, 1944-1946, as a petty officer 2nd class
during WWII. After boot camp he was sent to a service school at
Sampson Naval Base, NY, for training as a Storekeeper and then
as a Storekeeper Technician in Carlisle, PA. Gerry was stationed
at a Naval Supply Depot, Mechanicsburg, PA. This supply depot
shipped supplies and parts for the Pacific Fleet. His time in the
Navy was a very positive experience.

Harv Brouwer

U.S. Army Signal Corp during the Korean conflict. He served
for 2 years, from 1950 through 1952, and spent most of his term
at Fort Monmouth, NJ instructing electronics. Harv met his wife
Marion while in the service.

Bob Bulten
U.S. Army Medical Corp, 1969-1971. Bob served during the
Viet Nam War and was based
more than 125 doctors who came and went at my base during
my 2-year tour of service, I was the only one that did not have to
spend 13 months in Viet

Frank Diepstra
U.S. Army, 1956-58. Frank was assigned to the Honor Guard in

Washington DC as a
home of Joint Chief of Staff, Maxwell Taylor, and served in
cordon at Washington National Airport with Ike and Mamie
Eisenhower and Queen Elizabeth and Prince Phillip walking in
front of me.d Frank and
service and lived in Alexandria, attending the same church as
Ike and Mamie and Secretary of State John Foster Dulles.

Tom Draisma

U.S. Army from 1953-1955 during the Korean War. Tom com-
pleted his basic training and had orders to go to Korea, which
were rescinded because the war was ending. He says his grand-
children think the truce was declared because North Korea heard
he was coming! He then spent 18 months at Fort Meade, MD.

Nam.

personnel

Don Dykstra
U.S. Army, 1970-1972. Don was stationed at Fort Bragg, NC

where he worked in S2 security, processing security clearances
for all personnel in 327" Signal Battalion. He received a six-
month early-out due to troop withdrawal from Viet Nam.

Dewg vertpbard di stinction as

U.S. Navy for four years during the Korean War. He was on sea
duty.

John Hayes
U.S. Army from 1963-1965 at the start of the Vietnam War. At

Fort Lewis, WA, John was in the Army Precision Drill Team,
which he said did fAtri
Then in 1965 he was sent to Korea as an ammunition specialist,

distributing ammo to the troops, both Vietnamese and American.

Connie Huizinga
U.S. Army Nurse, World War II. Connie spent one year in the

states, 3 years overseas in North Africa and Europe. "We landed
on Normandy Beach and went on through France, Belgium, and
into Germany." Frank, her fiancé, was in Europe when she was
in Belgium, but they never were able to see each other. They
married in 1946 and he died in 2001.

Bill Kamstra

WWII from 1944 to 1946. He was Operations NCO with the
Chinese Combat Command when he was only 18 years old. His
group (G3) was in China supporting the Chinese by keeping up
the war room, updating maps, and tracking the Chinese armies as
they fought the Japanese, who had invaded China.

Rick Kehr
U.S. Army, 1966-1969, during the buildup for the Vietnam War.

duties, assisting with organizing the worship services, and gener-
ally serving as an aide to the Chaplains - Jewish, Catholic and

Protestard. Hesseved G2ontnths in the DMZ ig Kofeaa7imonth u | n e <
at Chaplains School in Brooklyn NY, and finished his service in
Bremerhaven, Germany. He received an early-out from the ser-
vice to attend Calvin College on the G.I. bill.

clerk. He reports, Al guarded

Warren Meyer
U.S. Army for two years during the Korean War. Warren was in

Korea as a Quartermaster.

at the same place that Warren did, and when Warren was drafted
into the army, he decided to send a birthday card to Warren.
Mert's father gave the card to his daughter Grace (not Mert) to
mail, who slipped Mert's picture in the envelope before mailing
it. When Warren received the card he was delighted to see
Mert's picture in the envelope along with the birthday card, but
Mert was angry her sister sent her picture. Through a lot of

cks wi

fiveterar

t h
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Our Veterans, continued T/§

coaching from her sister and a friend, Mert sent Warren a letter, and Ted Verseput

the rest is history. They were married one year after Warren was dis- Aln 1987 | retired after 28 vy

charged from the Army. Army Reserve and the Michigan Ar my Nat i onal Gu
received his commission in Miami, FL, in 1959 and was as-

Marlowe G. Pranger signed as chaplain in an Engineer Battalion. He later served in

U.S. Army Signal Corp for two years, 1951-1953 during the Korean Denver, CO, and as State Staff Chaplain at Army National

War. Marlowe had stateside service at Fort Monmouth, NJ, where he Guard State Headquarters in Lansing, MI. Except for six

taught electronics in the U.S. Army Signal School. months at Camp Monmouth, NJ, he did this all while serving
full-time as a pastor.

Lee Rigiero

U.S. Army Air Corps from 1942-1945 in WWII. Lee was in the Wes Vryhof
South Pacific as a tailgunner on a B24 Liberator, flying out of Oki- WWII from 1943-1946. Wes was in the Battle of the Bulge in

nawa. They were hunting down JBalgiumanégaea mpdic a thedUsSS. Afinty Airbank, oidinga t h er
fore they shot wus, 0 Lee says. glidertrooper (used forinvasions) from France into Germany,
behind enemy lines. The glider could carry a trailer with sup-
Stephen J. Vander Linde plies and 5 or 6 soldiers and was used only once.
U.S. Navy for four years, 2002-2006, during the Gulf War. Stephen
served on the aircraft carrier Enterprise in the Persian Gulf for a year John Wiersma

and ported in England, Italy, Spain, and the United Arab Emirates. U.S. Navy Air Force, 1944-1946. John was in WWII in the
South Pacific and participated in the preparation for the
Kenneth Vander Molen atomic bomb testing at Bikini Atoll.
U.S. Army, WWII from 1944 T 1946. After basic training in Camp - Dawn Gebben
Robinson, AR, Ken left aboard a navy transport ship for Leyte in the
Philippine Islands. There they got combat-ready to invade the island Vets Postscript
of Cebu. Ken was in Company G, 182" Infantry, Americal Division I recently inherited a stack of monthly Eastern Ave. CRC
and entered combat on April 3, spending the next 63 days in contact newsletters, written during and after World War II. One fa-
with the Japanese army. miliar Plymouth Heights name appears numerous times on the
On the 6th of June he was air-evac to Leyte, spending another 63 | pages. Bill Kamstra reported to his church from Fort Riley,
days in the hospital. While he was there the atomic bomb was Kansas, in 1944 and from India in 1945. In November, 1945
dropped on Japan, and he was sent to Tokyo until December 1945. Bill was home for a visit., A
He holds the Combat Infantry Badge, and the Bronze Star. Ken says, He really took the church]|by
ANow, you want t o heaMytwndbmbket h ierxg rrae & lalsyt disf fheer evatl .k ed afoun
Gordon, was with me all the time in service. He is still alive and
l'iving in Eastpointe, Mi chi ganm.oim Dr ai smab6és name al so appea
Tom Draisma had to leave for the Army. He left May 5,
Bill Vander Woude 1953. We wish Goddés blesging
I am a relatively new member, and I served in the U.S. Army from reading leads me to believe that Tom was an editor of the
1971-1973 in the field artillery, specifically working with the Per- Eastern Ave. newsl etter: nPr
shing Nuclear Missile. I was fortunate enough to be stationed at Ft. Aha! THAT gives this writer an idea!
Sill, OK, where I was assigned to the headquarters of the battalion
with a rank of Sergeant. Because of my college major in mathemat- Mae VanHekkendés name appears
ics, I was given the choice to work with nuclear missiles orbe partof | Neal , was figiven a furlough r
a mortar company as a forward observer and be sent to Vietnam. were privileged to have their
Wasn't much of a choice to make.
John Stuyfzand, also a member of Eastern, recognizes many
Willard Van Essen names and faces in these archival newsletters. If you were a
U.S. Army for two years during the Korean War. Willard served member fAback in those days$, o

letters.
-Eileen Dykstra

stateside at Camp Gordon, GA. Because he worked in Records, he
knew and contacted all the Christian Reformed people and led a
Young Calvinist meeting weekly.

) A special thanks to our current Plymouth Heights mem-
Frederick Van Swol

US.Navy 1955-1 957 during peace ti me. bergip S&“&'CGW‘EPE Blotc.lﬁ,] Jgft Pgnﬂlpgpr%@n. ERrighy « -
keeper, but they all loaded the big guns. He was in Australia, Japan, John Whyte, Patrick Schuiteman, and Jason Huizenga.
China, Formosa, and many smaller islands in the Philippines.
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Welcome to New Members!

Mike and Elizabeth Brouwers and daughter Rory  Mike and Liz love living in the city, so close to

church (2 blocks!), dand
Elizabeth was born in Goshen, NY, and grew up in grocery store, Reeds Lak
Northville, MI; Mike grew up in Grand Rapids. Liz left her job at a software development company
While in college (he at Grand Valley and she at Cal- to stay home with Rory, 10 months. (Rory is an ac-
vin), mutual friends introduced them. Liz grew up tive member of the church nursery!) Mike works in
in Ward Evangelical Presbyterian, and Mike in the family insurance agency, where he was recently
Peace Reformed and later Redeemer Covenant. named as a Dave Ramsey Endorsed Local Provider.

They are excited to be MWierLizandRoryd weeare sOlappyysuhdke n 6 s a
Womends Bible Studi es amadePlgnmoeh ybuhhante khfirah!l f or t hei r
welcome into these groups. They joined Plymouth

for their close proxi mi +BfleenDgkstrd fial so for its wel
ing spirit and engaging/challenging services/

sermons. O

Chicago Serve Project:\
June 12-19, 2011

Gretchen Driesenga and Jenna
Wiersma led13 students as they
lived, served and worshiped with
Jesus People USA, or JPUSA as
it's known.

They worked in a free clothing
store, bagged food and distrib-
uted food, cooked for the home-
less, worked in a shelter, painted
and cleaned in a senior center,
and played with children in a

shelter. /
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Eastgate/Plymouth Heights Neighborhood Pilot Project.

A note from Jeni Stamas:

I am on the Social Justice/Community Ministry Pilot Proje
committee. The Grand Rapids Foundation has offered a
grant to support a community effort to look at systemic pov-
erty and ways in which a community can address a specific
issue by working together. While the grant focuses on the
over-50 age bracket, all walks of life are part of the grant/
study.

We've met a few times already. It started as a Plymouth only
initiative - but slowly and with much prayer and prodding -
it has turned into Eastgate + Plymouth Heights + Eastmin-
ster + 5" Reformed + Mulick Park team. We've sat down
with various teachers from Mulick Park, hypothesizing that
if we come along side the students in a meaningful and pur-
poseful way, we could work to end various stems of poverty
in that school. The fire is lit - today's meeting at church
(August 13) was no exception.

It is a joy to work as a neighborhood for the betterment of
our children. The energy is contagious and will continue to
be so. Larry, a committee member who lives in the
neighborhood and is connected to Plymouth Heights via the
food pantry, is chiming in on a regular basis. With few re-
sources himself, he's got both feet in the puddle, ready to
create a wave or two. This is the cusp of something terrific
and is deserving of press.

(Notes from Creative Planning Team Meeting = 8/2/11)
Members from Eastminster Church, Fifth Reformed, Plymouth
Heights, Partners in Neighborhood Transformation, and an inter-
ested neighbor met 8/2/11.

Nature of the project: a collaborative effort to meet a local, pov-

erty-related challenge.

Perceived opportunities and challenges:

9 There seems to be increased energy and focus (from indi-
viduals and organizations) in West Michigan for local is-
sues. This is connected to a growing awareness of immedi-
ate surroundings (e.g. blocks, neighborhoods, identified
communities, etc.).

1 Some churches in the area are facing the challenge(s) of an
aging, commuter membership.

1 There are more opportunities for relational engagement in
public institutions than there used to be (e.g. tutoring stu-
dents in the public schools). Note: the challenge is in con-
necting with families outside this setting.

9 The struggles and challenges of the working poor make it
hard for them to think of or serve others in the community.

T  We in the community need to learn more about who lives/
wor ks fAheredo (i.e. this p
sight into neighborhood dynamics is required (to go beyond
the current forms of engagement).

m SUMMARY i Next Steps

a as & neighliorhddd; coract steveDeVRes, MarkdBardolph, Tdm

There are clear cultural
divides around econom-
ics and ethnicity.
Deeper change is called
forésince
oping simple friend-
ships with those who
are fAdiffer
tively rare in our area.
How can this group

come up with some
action steps to address the challenge -- without becoming a
group of well-intended folks who decides for others what is
needed?

e Vv

Consensus: there needs to be

dimensions to this project.

Primary challenge: an active response is called for: supporting
the faculty and staff of Mulick Park School as they fulfill their
mission to improve the academic achievement of every student.
Assumptions: -t her e are fAgapso for
demic areas

- an increased number of trained, willing mentors/helpers from
represented organizations and other community members would
hel p overcome these fgaps. 0
- improving academic achievement (e.g. higher math scores and
greater reading skill) increases the likelihood that many children
can overcome generational poverty.

Secondary Challenge: increasing the awareness of individual
members from represented organizations (and others in the
neighborhood/community) about the causes, realities, and sys-
tems of poverty. Possibly training events, learning groups, field
trips, poverty simulations,
interviews with key practitioners.

Action: a sub-group to meet with some teachers at Mulick Park
to confirm whether increasing the number and quality of tutors/
mentors/helpers would indeed be welcomed and helpful.

i Notes by Wayne Squires -

Partners in Neighborhood Transformation

What can YOU do now? \
Pray i for wisdom for the committee as they look at options T
and for open doors

fifor ourselves in our interactions with our neighbors

fifor our church as it sets priorities for service and monies
Watch for further developments. For more information on this
project and the ways in which we will look to serve Mulick Park

VanWingerden, Kelly Buist or Jeni Stamas.

/

fishar e
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A Korean wedding Speech

(What Pastor Steve said haats Maorniteidnsu ekdo rtehaen gWefdt- o f

ding) here this afternoon. Two worlds, two cultures, two
languages, two families, two individuals have be-

Before we traveled to Korea, my wife suggested that ~ come one in Jesus Christ. Kam sa ham nee da.

we learn some Korean. I realized very quickly that I

was too old to learn Korean. So we settled on just a Before we came to Korea, when I thought of Korea, I

few phrases, and | 6ve ¢thdughttoffHgundhi,iS@ntungKia, artd kilachi. i n my
pocket. But it seems | Omato® abodut oalleaFrnkeewna
phrases. So we worked on just one of them, and as when | think about Korea,
it turned out, it was the only one we would need. Kam sa ham nee da.

The phrase is fAiKam-yssa ham nee da. 0 ( Thank

From the time we arrived until this moment, your

hospitality has been so great that all wedve nee
say is fAikam sa ham nee da. 0

This afternoon | 0d | s
ham nee da. o First g5 ms

parents for giving our daughter a young man
that has made her s
happy, wedre happy.
to be the responsible, caring and Christian
young man that he is. Kam sa ham nee da.

|l 6d also I|like to th
here this afternoon (around 500). It takes a
whole community to raise and nurture its
younger members, an
you who have loved, cared for, and prayed for
Sungmin, and who will now continue to do the |
same for his new wife, our daughter, Marie. |
Kam sa ham nee da.

|l 6d also |like to t
experience. The h
has nearly left us speechless, and we thank
God for you. As I think about it and try to
make sense of it al
cost and of what God did when he poured out
his Spirit on his church. He took people and
cultures from different parts of the world and
he brought them together in Jerusalem, and he
made them one through the Spirit of his Son. 1
dondét think there w
the first Pentecost
Americans there. But I also know that God
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A Contrast in Weddings

Our pastoro6s daughter, Mar igave ThW 8veent 10 thd parent€od Surdgriwir tcCcéver i N J
Sungmin, son of a Korean pastor. The first wedding was in the cost of the wedding . . . so no wedding gifts for the
Plymouth Heights Church and the second two weeks later bride and groom
in Seoul. Several people have suggested we ask Steve and ~ § Marie and Sungmin had to change into traditional Ko-
Lori how the two weddings compared, and Lori was kind rean dress for the reception
enough to recall some fis ameThete waeb@ pedptt it thedreeeptiont Weosver f or
knows the couple/parents was welcome to come, so no
Same: formal invitations
71 beautiful flowers 1 No "program" at the reception.....just eat and leave...a
1 Photographers huge buffet with LOTS of food
T Vows
T Message It was a beautiful wedding and so fascinating to be in an-
" Duet other culture. We are so grateful that we were able to
T Marie wore her U.S. wedding dress/Sungmin a suit go. We really enjoyed Seoul and South Korea and found it
1 Flower girl and little boy threw flower petals to be an amazing place!
Differences: It was also dur-
1 The makeup before the wedding for bride and moms ing this time
was to make us as white as possible...tans are not that South Ko-
popular in Korea! The whiter the better! rea suffered
1 Moms of bride and groom wore traditional Korean from torrential
dress (hanbok) rains. Steve
1 Moms and dads wore white gloves reported, fi A |
1 No attendants stood up for them of Seoul was
1 No rehearsal the night hit by the
before rains. Only
f  No "You may kiss the bride" parts of it suf-
1 Sungmin and Marie had to bow to the congregation, fered from
and to each set of parents (separately) landslides, but
1 No exchange of rings the river that flowed along our apartment building came
T No guest book but ratherptve oguedstise@®tnarhdd ewavree wreq -
corded as they came as well how much $ they - Dawn Gebben

Notes from Oasifi Heights Nights are Back!

Oasis Women's Bible study will begin on September 14. We meet Wednesdays in the library from 6:30-8:30 p.m. During the

summer months 25 young women met regularly. Nursery can be provided, if needed. We will be studying Beth Moore's

AfBel oved Disciple: The Life and Ministry of John. o Wa t
have you join us!

A Time for Community--Welcome back Heights Nights!

Mid-week at Plymouth can offer you a break from routine. With options for the whole family (and more to come as this
grows), dinner is provided and trips to church can be combined into one night. We hope you will find the community dinner -
either pizza or other simple menus - a great way to reconnect with new and old friends you may not have connected with on
Sundays. Programming such as Bible Study, Cadets, GEMS, Children's programs and more will run after dinner, allowing
families to participate in various activities. Not staying for a program? No worries, please come and enjoy dinner! Mark your
calendars for September 28, October 12, 26, November 9, 30 and December 14! Dinner will be served from 6-6:25 p.m. with
programming beginning at 6:30. We are also looking for volunteers to help in many of these areas - please contact Gretchen
Driesenga, Jeni Stamas or Kelly Buist if you'd like to be a part of this fun opportunity! --Kelly Buist
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SERVEf July 9-16, 2011
L knew a project involving youth had taken place at cost). Our church keeps accounting of all expenses,
Plymouth Heights this summer (called SERVE), but and YU reimburses us.
I had lots of questions, which Gretchen Driesenga
(our Youth Leader) graciously agreed to answer. Q7 Where did the group stay?
(Q=question, G=Gretchen) G 1 They all slept on sleeping bags in the lower level
- Dawn Gebben of our church, using SS rooms, choir room, etc. They
went to GR Christian High to take showers each day
Q - What is SERVE? at the end of their work.
G T Youth Unlimited (YU) contacts Christian Re-
formed churches to host a SERVE group. In our Qi How was the food handled?
case, 80 high-school-aged youth with leaders came G 1 Dave Diepstra and Deb Knott prepared all the
to us for a week from their churches 1 three from breakfasts and dinners i and the meals were deli-
Ontario, and one each from Wheaton, IL and Silver cious! At breakfast time, supplies were laid out on a
Springs, MD. Instead of coming to be entertained, table, and everyone prepared his/her own lunch (so

they come to fiserveo i nhogefullylitf wdstdd foed) Cooldds ¥dreGdtriddaor h o0 o

the work sites, where they ate.
QT Why do we do SERVE?

G T This is an opportunity for intergenerational min- Q1 How were your small groups formed?

istry at Plymouth. People of all ages from our church G | [ formed mixed groups from the different
helped out in many ways. We can also further rela- churches, about 71 91in a group. Each person had a
tionships we already have with some of the places lanyard and pouch for their schedules, color-coded
the kids work (Safe Haven, Mobile Food Pantry, for their group.

neighborhood homes). Our participation is also a
help to YU and is sort of a pay-back for the time our Q1 Were the Plymouth youth involved at all?

youth went on SERVE to California. G Yes, they were a big help with setup, with games,
with cleanup, setting out food. A few of them served
QT Who pays for all their food/gas/supplies? on the Host Team.

G T The group coming pays a fee to YU (not the full

Q7 What was the Host Team?
G T The Host Team was vital.
Without those volunteers, we
would not have signed up to
do SERVE. There were about
12 members from our church,

iy
4 adults and youth.

- a\‘N g‘,‘?i{) f
¥ .

3‘1"‘“\ u}‘ﬁ > \3& g&:\' w ‘s




Volume 2, Issue 3

SERVE, continued

TR

QT Can you sketch a typical day?
G T Rising time was 7 a.m., breakfast at 7:30.
T 8:157 8:4517 private devotions, leaders met
for briefing and announcements.
1 8:457 leave for work sites
1 3:457 finish up, take showers, down time,

games
 5:307 Dinner
T Evenings included act

ings, a message by our speaker, Steve Tuit,
worship led by a full worship band, small

groups
1 11amT Lights out

QT What were some of the worksites?

G 7 Homes in our neighborhood and by 1* CRC (new
floor, yard work, cleaning, painting, trash removal),
Safe Haven (play with kids), Mobile Food Pantry
(sort food), Veterans Home, pass out flyers, assist
with 5™ Reformed VBS. Most groups worked in at
least two different locations.

Phillip Westra and I found the worksites, and he was
busy with them all the time, buying more supplies,
bringing equipment, answering questions.

Q1 Was there any recreation?

GiYes, the ADay Awayo
town and at North Beach. That day was also opportu-
nity to sightsee or shop at Woodland Mall.

was i

Page 9

QT We all saved cereal boxes for SERVE. What
were those used for?

G 1 They were the mailboxes. When each youth
arrived, their picture was taken in a straw hat and
lei. These were affixed to the cereal boxes, which
were strung on string. Daily the notes of encour-

@ agement and little gifts from prayer partners were
® placed in the boxes.

QT Was there anything you would do differently
next time?

G T One disappointment to me was the lack of
people who signed up to be prayer partners T and
this is probably one of the easiest ways to be in-
volved. Also, next time I might keep a list of what
youth is assigned to what prayer partner.

As we talked, it became obvious that Gretchen, as

Hosting Coordinator, was in charge of all. She had

to Aget things rolling, o
make announceneond sf,orbec dal
discipline, needs -- and all this after the months of
planning, coercing, and designing a great program.

Phillip was a great help, and she said the food peo-
PVEtidst déedaéispemdenny
you, Gretchen and the Host Team, for all your

work and pray all the work done in our city will

bring praise to God.

AN
v
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Missions

Beginning with this issue, Pulse will focus attention on one or
two missionaries supported by Plymouth Heights. Below is the
list of, as of September 2011. Contact information can be
found in the 2010-2011 Directory.

Tim and Renee

Al and Beth Breems

John and Lynn Bulten
Stephen and Belinda
Matthew and Laura Lanser
Mario and Yolanda Matos
Roy and Jennifer

Russ and Sherry Palsrok
Tim and Angie Sleidrecht
James and Sarah Zwier
Joel and Patti Zwier

=8 =8 =4 =8 -4 -4 -4 -8 -8 -9 -9

James and Sarah Zwier
James and Sarah have spent 4
years ministering in Phonsavan
(Xiangkhoang on the map),
Laos. They work with
CRWRC in 30 remote moun-
tain villages, helping improve
the standard of living through
agriculture, health, education,
and community organizing.
They also work on infrastruc-
ture projects such as roads,
schools, and wells.

Page 10

Email at
zwier.james.sarah@gmail.com
Sara blogs about cooking

in Laos at
http://maknao.wordpress.com
James blogs about his work and
garden at
http://blog.metikos.com

THAILAND

0 100  200km
o 100 200 mi

CAMBODIA

Joel and Patti Zwier

Joel has been working for
CRWRC and has been sup-
ported by our church since
1976. He began his ca-
reer in Nicaragua, worked
in Honduras for 3% years,
and then moved to the Do-
minican Republic in 1983.
Joel and Pastor Steve ’
worked closely together
during Lori @&
years in the DR. Joel and :
Patti will conclude their service as missionaries next month.
They, along with James and Sarah, will be in Plymouth
Heights on Sunday, October 30.

While in the DR, Joel worked with agencies and organiza-
tions in the areas of community development, literacy, mi-
cro-industry, and diaconal training. He visited Cuba twice
a year, providing support and assistance for the work of the
CRC. Patti worked as a family therapist in Santo Domingo
with members of the Dominican and ex-pat communities.
We thank them for over 30 years of faithful service and
wish them a smooth transition to their next stage of life!

Happy Anniversary!

Congratulations to the following couples will celebrate special anniversaries this fall.
If your anniversary should be listed, PLEASE let us know!

John and Eleanor Slagter 65 years on September 12
John and Ruth Bolt 40 years on September 16
Dave and Ruth VanderMolen 35 years on October 23
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Meet Paul! Meet Amy!

When David Leugso6 term as ArdylBibm hab dgtacieusly agreca t Counci l
ended, Paul Bakker was elected to that office. Paul and to coordinate »/ | renos
Lory, members of Plymouth for 21 years, have 3 sons: I and II, a ministry to 3 and 4 year

Nick, Marshall and Connor. They are grateful that their
sons could be nurtured and instructed through Brad Lan-
ninga and Gretchen Driesenga. Nick is a recent Calvin
grad, Marshall is a Calvin senior, and Connor is a Calvin
freshman. (Lory and Paul will be empty nesters this fall!)

olds. Beginning in the fall, she >
plans to introduce the children to a

new curriculum. The position was
previously held by Gretchen

Paul is VP of Operations for Creative Dining Services, a Driesenga who is now working
hospitality management company. part time. Amy shares the following:
1 She and her husband Nathan, have attended Ply-
Paul has served Plymouth in several areas: Elder, Youth mouth for 7 years.
Group, Breakaway, Sunday School, and Chair of Search T Amyodés invol vement at Pl y
Committee to find Pastor StTuwsday AMMBible Study, WbdshepTbmndittee, b €

serve others through PH and to see many members in- and Childrenés Wor shi

; p
volved in many programséWw 2 nd
commi tted congregation. o f Pi%e&fd\bﬁ};\é/Eg%kéﬁﬁg?gﬂﬁsag(%én?chT)egr}sl(g)é fi

church continue to grow with young families, couples or . . .
single adults. It would be great to see more involvement T Amy is a stay-at-home mom, lives in Sparta, and

in our worship services by VY)QJWK?QQIaHt,antdi r‘g)%u'h—étongyoeurl tf
Paul 6s |l eadership gifts i ncYregkfFishenes & Equipment, InC. ¢ o mmuni c a

ou

being proactive and organized. il am excited about
current Admin Council members. We all bring different Many thanks to Amy

talents to Council and we complement each other very and to all other staff who volunteer

wel |l .0 Thank you, Paul, for usingmhihfstry9! fts to ser
God and Plymouth Heights!

--Eileen Dykstra

From the Library: Light Reading Worth Reading

Walter Wangerin can do that. He can Calvin a few years ago? Then you know the compas-

rivet a reader's attention all the way sion his heart holds. Your children read his Book of
through his books by drawing vivid the Dun Cow at Christian High? Sure, Plymouth has
word pictures. Reading Miz Lil is that book in its library, too. Clever, comical, sensi-
somewhat like watching a DVD be- tive, and always using a light touch, this word artist is

cause all of the characters come to life. Miz Lil and one you'll be glad to read. He has written sev-

her husband Douglas are only two of the colorful eral books. Pick one up!

members in white Pastor Wangerin's black -Alyce Boender

church. Of course the author has changed all of the
names and jazzed up many of the actions of his pa-
rishioners in the twelve stories, but all of the lively
sketches in this portfolio are true. Wangerin's pastoral { Note: Karen Lundell oversees our church library

soul, his love for this flock, and his hard work trying = and welcomes book purchase suggestions for adults
to understand a different culture's "ways" draw the - and children. Call her at 831-0038.
reader in with smiles and even a few tears, per-
haps. Did I mention that the subtitle of Miz Lil is ' AThe Pulseo welcomes chil

Chronicles of Grace? You heard Wangerin speak at *.books from our library! Call 949-8969.
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From the Council

Our meeting was opened by Ernie Noorman
reading a selection from Together for Good

ing with the dedication and disciplining of
our talent(s) to serve God for his glory. He

J
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Officers of Council were elected:

using one talent and closed with prayer.

President: Paul Bakker
Vice President & Recording Clerk: Ray Mulder
Corresponding Clerk Rick Kehr
Treasurer Don Dykstra

Assistant Treasurer Donna Anema
President of Deacons David Tiesenga
These Council members and Pastor Steve De Vries comprise the
Administrative Council.

Officers of Deacons:

President: David Tiesenga
Vice President Brian Bardolph
Recording Clerk Pam Menkveld
Corresponding Clerk Joe Geelhoed
Benevolence Treasurer Donna Anema
Alpha Marriage Course

Don and Donna Vander Linde

provided some background information, showed a DVD explain-
ing course methods and content, answered questions, and distrib-
uted an information sheet.

Orientation
Council worked through a review of meeting procedures, office

by H. Norman Wright and Psalm 90:17, deal-

illustrated this with a personal anecdote about

bearer and meeting schedules, and Council Handbooks. House-
hold lists were updated as to membership and new elder/deacon
assignments, and the Council Contact List was updated.

Bibleway Church Transition

Council approved sending a letter to Bibleway Church
(currently meeting downstairs in our church) that outlines a six-
month transition period (July 1 T December 31, 2011) at the
end of which Bibleway will no longer use our facilities. Ply-
mouth Heights will assist Bibleway in multiple ways during the
transition period.

Chris Schoon

First CRC of Hamilton (Ontario) has extended a call to Chris
Schoon to serve as its Senior Pastor. Council approved sending
verification of his service here and his pastoral credentials to
Classis Grand Rapids East for forwarding to Classis Hamilton.

Prayer and Support

The Prayer Servants program is in urgent need of additional
volunteers to support it. Council members were asked to think
about who might be willing to take over the administration of
this program from Kathy Sikkema.

Heights Nights T Kelly Buist and Jeni Stamas are requesting
Council prayer support of this endeavor, the first two renditions
of twhich drewle suecdssfufi il ferms oMaatendancedagdecostGe
covery.) Their hope is to run two or four more Heights Nights
and, if these are successful, to make Heights Nights a perma-
nent part of the PHCRC events calendar.

Brian Bardolph led Council in the closing prayer.
-Ray Mulder, Recording Clerk

Newsletter Editors
Eileen Dykstra & Dawn Gebben

Layout & Design
Jeni Stamas
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