
served on the church councils in these 

churches. 

 

The Scheeres have three children and eight 

grands, two families in the Grand Rapids area 

and the youngest son in Boulder, CO. They 

moved to Grand Rapids partly because their 

children were here and also because they 

heard good things about the Holland Home. 

They have been at Breton Woods for 6 ½ 

years now, where Jake directs the choir and 

Ann takes a turn playing for worship ser-

vices. Besides music, both like educational 

travel and history; Ann enjoys art and cross-

word puzzles, and Jake is into photography. 

We are glad to have this energetic, interesting 

couple at Plymouth ï Welcome! 

 

TODD AND KATIE SYTSMA met on a 

blind date while Katie was attending Calvin 

College and Todd had graduated. They have 

been attending Plymouth Heights since sum-

mer 2010 and now are members, enjoying the 

Oasis Bible study groups and seasonal social 

activities. 

 

¶Todd grew up in Grand Rapids, graduated 

as a business major, and works in sales for 

Visual Workplace, which means he travels a 

lot. He enjoys outdoor sports like hunting 

and fishing, both in Michigan and also in 

Oregon recently. 

¶ Katie is from Escondido, CA, majored in 

Business Communications, and is a grant 

writer for a private family foundation. She 

likes to run, travel, and cook. 

 

The Sytsmas have a dog, Lola (a hunting 

dog, Todd specifies), and they enjoy keeping 

her exercised and having her as part of the 

family. Since Katieôs family is in California, 

they find it nice to vacation there in colder 

Michigan weather. Weôre very glad to have 

you, Todd and Katie, and pray we may be a 

blessing to each other! -Dawn Gebben 

DENISE MOKMA may not look ñnewò to you 

because sheôs been singing in our Sanctuary 

Choir for a year already. She grew up in Holland, 

MI, where her parents and two older sisters still 

live. She graduated from Calvin College in 2007 

in communications with a business minor. Denise 

works part time for the Foster Swift Law Firm as 

a legal secretary and in the Marketing department 

with software. She is interested in finding full-

time employment. She volunteers two days a 

week, on Wednesdays at Holland Christian, 

working with kids on computer technology. 

 

On another day Denise is at CRCNA offices 

working with the communications team on their 

Internet/website. She also scouts blogs, newslet-

ters, and other websites of churches, pastors, mis-

sionaries, and college profs for the newly formed 

site, ñFor CRC Pastors.ò This site is meant to 

share interesting and helpful ideas from various 

minds in the Christian Reformed Church (and 

beyond) with pastors and church personnel. 

 

Denise says she enjoys our church and, besides 

choir, is active in the Mobile Food Pantry and the 

Oasis Bible Study. In her free time she likes to 

knit, crochet, watch movies and read. We are very 

glad to have you, Denise! 

 

JAKE AND ANN SCHEERES live at Breton 

Woods and have been attending Plymouth for a 

couple of months, singing in the Sanctuary Choir. 

Jake was born in the Detroit area and Ann in 

Groningen, the Netherlands. She immigrated at 

21 years and they were married in the First CRC 

in Detroit. 

 

Jake was both an assembly and design engineer 

for Chrysler, which took them to different loca-

tions to live ï Delaware for 3 years, Brazil for 4 

½ years, St. Louis, MO, back to Detroit, and they 

retired in Big Rapids, MI. Ann was an elementary 

teacher in Detroit and a reading specialist and 

elementary music teacher in St. Louis. Jake often 
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There is no arguing 

that the 9/11 terrorist 

attacks were defining 

moments in our lives.  

We will always re-

member where we 

were, what we were 

doing, and how we 

felt.  Many have com-

pared the attacks to the 

bombing of Pearl Har-

bor, another world-changing moment.  On December 7, 70 

years will have passed since this emotional and historical 

event.  Below are some memories of our members.   They ac-

knowledge that in the midst of the chaos of their lives, God 

was in control.  Many thanks to the following seniors for shar-

ing their memories with Pulse readers!   

 

Evie Beimers was 13 years old and remembers being scared on 

that Sunday, December 7, 1941.  After morning worship her 

family stayed ñglued to the radio.ò  Evieôs mother kept saying 

ñmy boys, my boys.ò  Both of her brothers were ñdrafted into 

the navy and were both in the Pacific in the thick of the war.ò  

Censored letters were gratefully read, especially after receiving 

no word from them for months.  Both brothers survived, but 

Evie lost a cousin at Pearl Harbor.   

 

Cris Dieleman, who attends our worship services with her 

sister Mae VanHekken, wrote the following. ñThe event is so 

etched in my mind that I can recall exactly where I was and 

even what I was wearing. It was early afternoon on Sunday. I 

was at home waiting for my boyfriend to come, spend the after-

noon and attend church with me in the evening. I was standing 

on the register (heating was then through floor registers) and I 

was wearing a royal blue velveteen dress. The radio was on and 

the program was interrupted, bringing the startling news.  

 

ñIt seemed impossible that someone would attack our country, 

especially a small country like Japan. Immediately we knew 

our lives would change dramatically. Initially I suppose we felt 

fear of the unknown. Who would leave to serve? What danger 

would they face? Was it possible we would not see them 

again? Would we be safe from attack? Patriotism was high. 

Men and boys enlisted, and the women went to work. My boy-

friend enlisted in the U.S. Navy and was sent to Wash DC be-

cause he had been to IBM school and computers were very 

new.  

 

ñPearl Harbor changed my personal life as well. One year later 

Frank and I were married and I joined him in Washington. One 

could not help being caught up in the energy, politics, urgency 

and reality of war in D.C. Fortifications on buildings, restricted 

movements, and air raid sirens were not uncommon. We had an 

anti-aircraft battery on the corner where we lived. Blackouts 

were continuous and warnings of lurking subs and enemy en-

counters near the Potomac and our shores were common. The 

sense of war was very real with troop movements, important 

conferences, and meetings of world leaders. We witnessed his-

tory in the making through Navy contacts. We count it a special 

privilege to have had a part in the beginning of the Washington 

Christian Reformed church (Silver Springs, MD), and we 

hosted many, many service men and women on Sundays, still 

friends today.ò  

 

Dave Evertsberg, at age 13, was living in the Westervelt Home 

and School for missionary children and was one of a few boys 

relaxing in the Study Hall/Rec Room, listening to the radio.  

The resident ñnewshoundò was napping in his room and missed 

the announcement of the attack.  ñTo the rest of us this was a 

óslam dunk!ô  Who would be the first to inform him about the 

attack!  In a boarding school ANY news is news!  Our lives 

went from óho-humô to sober when some of our own boys were 

called up for duty.ò 

 

Bill Kamstra remembers what happened after the evening ser-

vice at Eastern Ave. CRC.  ñA group of us were standing on the 

street corner, when a car pulled up.  Three newsboys jumped 

out and shouted the news that Pearl Harbor had been attacked.  

Two days later we sat in the auditorium at Christian High and 

listened to President Roosevelt on the radio declare war on Ja-

pan.ò 

 

Fran Karnemaat was too young to remember much, but re-

calls being annoyed at her father who always listened to Gabriel 

Heatterôs commentaries.  Fran says she preferred to listen to 

Baby Snooks, but has since become very interested in hearing 

the news! 

 

Jeanne Koster heard about the bombing from Jim, her future 

husband, at her parentsô home.  Every young man suddenly 

began talking about military service.  ñJim tested for the Air 

Corps.  We were married on January 30, 1942,ò and Jeanne 

later joined him in Florida.  Jim served four years in Texas and 

Louisiana.  Back in Grand Rapids, they worshiped at Dennis 

Ave. CRC (now Mayfair CRC), and Jim worked at Herpol-

sheimers Department Store.   

 

Hester Monsma writes:  I was living in Pella, Iowa, where my 

father was pastor of the Second Christian Reformed Church.  It 

was a beautiful, peaceful Sunday afternoon and I, with my sis-

ters, had gone for a walk.  When we returned our parents were 

listening intently to the radio as they greeted us with the words, 

ñJapan bombed us and it looks like weôll soon be at war.  My 

first reaction was, ñWhat will happen to us now?ò My father 

replied ñOur country needs a lot of prayer and so does President 

Roosevelt, who will speak to our nation tomorrow.ò  Rationing 

became common.   Stamps were used to purchase sugar, gas, 

etc.  Nylons were almost impossible to find.  Weôd see a line of 
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people, quickly join it, and then ask what they were waiting for!  If 

it was something we wanted, weôd stay in line; if not, weôd leave! 

My dad was asked to help organize Young Calvinist Clubs for 

young men in army camps.  He felt our car needed new tires for the 

trip and because he was a pastor, he had a special ñCò ration card, 

allowing him to purchase tires.  But when he applied he was told, 

ñWeôre all out of tires, but you qualify for a new car and we have 

one of those!ò  So we took a brand new, two-tone gray Chevrolet to 

the camps.  This was one of the last 1942 cars made:  car factories 

were now making only war-related items.  I often wonder what this 

car would be worth today! 

 

Hudson Nyenhuis was a high school sophomore and remembers 

hearing about Pearl Harbor from the radio, family and teachers.  ñI 

can still hear President Rooseveltôs broadcast to the nation.ò  After 

this, the U.S. was really brought into the war.  After so many re-

ports of European conflicts for so long, Huds says there was a sense 

of relief that our country could finally get involved.  He remembers 

all the apprehension as friends and relatives went off to war.  ñFor 

those of us who stayed behind, rationing became common.  My 

heart murmur kept me out of service, so I worked in a defense 

plant.ò 

 

Donna Peterson:  This writer visited her while she convalesced 

following surgery and she shared a few memories.  Her father was 

an air-raid warden who would supervise blackout drills.  She still 

wonders where her Neland Ave. Church Sunday School teacher 

found all the sugar to make taffy for the class!  Sugar was carefully 

rationed!  She remembers watching Christian Servicemen (formed 

by G.R. vets of World War I) newsreels at East Grand Rapids High 

School.  These movies seemed to glorify war, drawing out a sense 

of patriotism and romanticism.  Donna said it didnôt take long for 

people to realize how unromantic war really is. 

 

Ann Scheeres was at her grandparentsô house, in the Netherlands, 

living under German occupation.  They were allowed only to hear 

biased news via loudspeakers, but her father had hidden a short-

wave radio in the crawlspace in their house.   Ann remembers the 

adults saying now ñthat America was going to fight with the Allied 

forces against the Axis forces, the chances of an Allied victory were 

much improved.  I was relieved to hear that, but felt guilty that we 

in Europe would profit from what was a tragedy for America.ò  

There was also concern for the Dutch in Indonesia.  ñIf America 

had not entered the war we would have stayed occupied by Ger-

many for a longer time and would have suffered even more.ò 

 

Willard VanEssen heard the news of Pearl Harbor after doing his 

Sunday morning chores in Leota, Minn. Worship was canceled and 

a prayer service was held. He remembers the bitterness toward Ja-

pan and how his parents worried that the country was not prepared 

for war. They knew their sons would go to war. Willardôs father 

pulled him out of high school to work on the farm, changing his life 

completely and ending his college plans. The war put everything on 

hold. Horses were used instead of tractors, and gas was rationed. He 

remembers the service flag in his church é and later the 

three gold stars on that flag. Willard never graduated from 

high school, but when the war ended he went directly to Cal-

vin.  

 

Ken VanderMolen was in the basement of First CRC in 

Detroit, practicing Christmas songs with Dewey Westra, 

choir director.  He made the choir finish one song before 

dismissing them early to go home.   Ken remembers wonder-

ing where the Hawaiian Islands and Pearl Harbor were.  He 

says they had no idea how many lives were lost that day, and 

were not told until later.  ñThree years later, in 1944, I was in 

military service.  I never was a teenager; you just had to 

grow up fast.  My plans were to stay in the service, but God 

had other plans for me.ò 

 

Sylvia VerMerris remembers that the radio station inter-

rupted programming with the shocking news.  She remem-

bers phrases spoken by President Franklin in his words to the 

nation:  ñWe are at war with Japan.ò  ñWe have nothing to 

fear but fear itself.ò  Many men and boys were being drafted 

into service and many prayers were prayed for their welfare.  

Among items rationed, she mentions especially gas and ny-

lons. 

 

Gordon P. Werkema, Sr. was a five-year-old, attending a 

two-room country school and he remembers ña solemn 

week.ò  His father, a pastor in Zutphen, MI, shared the news 

and they listened to Gabriel Heatter on the radio.  At first 

there was some concern, but distance made it hard to fathom.  

Reality set in later when the phone would ring in the night, 

and his father would receive news from the War Department, 

reporting serious wounding, missing in action, or casualties.  

Gordonôs father would deliver this sad news to next of kin.  

Gordon also remembers food rationing and fewer trips into 

Grand Rapids. 

 

Jacklyn Werkema also remembers sitting by the radio on 

Sunday afternoon.  For her family it was very scary and she 

remembers everyone being very serious.  Blackout drills 

were enforced by a man with a yellow hard hat who would 

check houses on her street until the ñall clearò whistle blew.   

For news of the war they would watch Foto News pictures at 

a theater, where her parents would always watch carefully 

for pictures of family members. 

 

John Wiersma remembers an announcement being made 

about the bombing at Neland Ave. CRCôs evening service.  

He heard more details on Monday at Grand Rapids Christian 

High.  ñFellow male students were afraid it would be over 

before they could enter the military.  It was not!ò  Two 

months later, with parental permission (John was only 17), 

he enlisted in the Navy.  Later he was transferred to Navy 

Aviation.   

--Eileen Dykstra 
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September: 
Opening Devotions: Huds Nyenhuis read a meditation that 

told how the bald eagle, in order to live for 70 years, goes 

through a painful process of debeaking and defeathering 

itself in order to begin a flight of rebirth. Sometimes we too 

have to initiate a painful change and experience a rebirth to 

better serve God in the present. 

Reports: Council reviewed minutes and reports from elders, 

deacons, and staff.  

Financial Report ï It was noted with gratitude that present 

deficit of $8951 is much less than last year at this time. De-

velopment of the 2012 Budget is proceeding on schedule. 

Standing Committee Reports were received from Worship 

(Olga Leder), Congregational Life (Tom & Mary Van 

Wingerden), Youth & Education (Doug Vander Laan), 

Neighborhood Engagement Team  (Dave Vander Molen), 

Global Engagement Team (Ernie Noorman): No Report; the 

committee is seeking a chairperson, Properties (Michael 

Lautenbach), Finance (Don Dykstra), Endowment (Paul 

Holwerda). 

Classis Meeting Report ï Paul Bakker gave summary of the 

September 15 meeting at PHCRC.  

Safe Haven Ministries Seminar: leaflet distributed for a semi-

nar on ñHow the Church Can End Domestic Abuseò on  

October 25, 2011. 

Closing Prayer: Tom Stuyfzand 

 

October: 
Opening Devotions: Richard Hoolsema 

led devotions on the theme of money 

and the Bible. He cited examples of 

generosity and parsimony from his 

career as a CPA.  

Treasurerôs Report: Don Dykstra re-

viewed the Summary Income State-

ment for the past 9 Months. PHCRC ministry shares for the 

quarter will be paid by weekôs end. 

2012 Fiscal Budget: was presented by Sam Anema and Don, 

and approved as submitted. 

Giving Guidelines: Council Approved giving guidelines (to be 

presented at the Congregational Meeting) as follows: 5% of 

Gross Income - Ministry Fund; 3% of Gross Income - 

Christian Education; 1% of Gross Income ï Missions. 

Congregational Meeting Date: Sunday, December 18, 2011 

after the AM service. 

Classis GR East Contract: scheduled for November 3, 2011, to 

interview ministerial candidates. Our delegates are Pastor 

De Vries, Ralph Honderd, Donna Anema. 

Early Faith Formation Team:  on children in the Lordôs Sup-

per. ñEvening of Discussionò- October 27, Woodlawn CRC. 

Huds, Olga and Mary to attend. 

Closing Prayer: Gregg Start 

 

   -Ray Mulder, Recording Clerk 
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Kids Night Out  
ñIs it time yet? Will the bunnies be there?ò 

Children all around the neighborhood know that when late 

August arrives, itôs time for Kids Night Out. With over 

225 children attending, dozens upon dozens of volunteers 

and three months of careful planning, this year did not 

disappoint. 

 

While some of the favorite games delighted our guests, 

this year also found new games, new prizes and new snacks. 

Many children loved the snow cones and popcorn, 

while others thought the inflatable obstacle course 

was the best. Neither torrential rain nor a tornado 

watch could stop the fun. God delighted us with 

perfect weather and a glorious sunset.  

 

As one mother wrote to Plymouth Heights after the 

event ñthis was the perfect way to introduce my non

-believing friend to the love and fun you can find in 

church.  Thank you!ò After over a decade, we con-

tinue to impact our community every summer. 

Thank you for your help!   -Kelly Buist 


